THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
goods, the harvesting of crops in record time, the
racing of ships to port, and so on, and the results of
these competitions were broadcast all over the Union
and the victors publicly feted. This form of com-
petition still continues intensively, though it has been
raised to a higher technical level of skill. There are
also many cost-accounting brigades, workers who
concentrate upon the discovery of new methods of
reducing costs and increasing efficiency in industry, a
kind of "rationalisation," under the impetus, not of
mere profits for distant, unknown shareholders, but in
accordance with popularised versions of the Marxist
conception of freedom. Workers* inventions and
discoveries are rewarded on a fantastic scale, many
workers who have discovered simple and efficient
ways of doing purely manual tasks being among the
richest people in modern Russia. Their photographs
are circulated not only in the factory newspapers
(every industrial concern, every collective farm has its
own newspaper), but in Pravda and I^vtstia them-
selves. I saw many photographs of this sort. Pictures
of "Comrade Bubkov with his wife and small daughter
walking in the Park of Rest in Moscow. It will be
remembered that this comrade discovered how to hold
a spanner in a new way at the Stalingrad tractor
plant."
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